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first r e p o r t. 



Iiie SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the 
state ot the Road from London to Holyhead by Coventry and 
Shrewsbury ; into the regulations for the conveyance of His Ma- 
jesty’s Mail between London and Dublin, and between Liverpool 
and Dublin, and from thence through the interior of Ireland ; and 
into what Improvements may be made in the accommodation of 
Persons embarking and disembarking at Holyhead and Homth 
i espectively ; and to report, their Observations thereupon ; together 
with the Minutes of the Evidence taken before them, from time to 
time, to the House : — —Have, pursuant to the Order of the House, 
inquired into the Matters to them referred ; and have agreed to 
the following REPORT: 



Y 0UR ( r on ™. itt D h Tr COn £ ned their in 1 uir y’ ” th <5 first instance, to 
Volleu^Tn ° f the jf oad from London to Holyhead as lies between Chirk 
Valley and Bangor Ferry , in North Wales, a distance of 60 miles; in con- 
sequence i of all the improvements, except that on Rliyalt HiU on the 

«thof tb°K ! Wh n h - ha ™ bee " made by the Commissioners under the 
oothot the King, being upon this part of the Road. 

Your Committee cannot better describe the nature and extent of these 
improvements, than by here inserting the whole of Mr. Telford’s Evidence 
respecting them ; and which is as follows : 



Commissioners for conducting the 

already Zde ' 7 ''f !?' ! he estent of the improvements that have been 

-Tlle t0 . tal ext . en ot the improvements made under the direction of 
he Commissioners, and now m hand, is 30 miles 702 yards ■ 21 miles of which 

is^ve^Tprotabi IhVoHh”’ h"' ‘ he ° th ? rS T in that state of forwardness that there 
ensu.nl autumn 7 be ‘" g C ° mple,ed by Mids “™ next, and opened in the 

bee° remedifd"" The 1 ! 16 T " a f the P rilIci P al defects of the old K »ad which have 
o«m lemedied ?— The leading defects of the old Road were, many inconvenient and 

d f CentS ’ itS being mach to ° narrow ™ the^ide ot roTky pre- 
cipice. also generally ot very imperfect construction, and the bulwarks on the side 
of these precipmes being very superficial and in a ruinous state The ™ter also 

^ ^Thtttef^ctetave teen' re* 

proper breadth 8 * “” d cr05s - draias . »»d making the Roadway oft 

bro'ten at small J011 mea ” by mettallin g ? - 1 me an the upper coating or layer of stones 

' A2 " the 
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FIRST REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

the instructions of the Commissioners, had a correct survey made of the present and 
intended Roads, with plans, sections, specifications and estimates. The Commis- 
sioners then selected those parts which were most inconvenient and dangerous, and 
having divided them into proper lots, they were advertised to be let to contractors. 
The plans and specifications were lodged in the neighbourhood of the lots to be let, 
and persons appointed to show the same ; and also the ground, to whoever should 
apply. The proposals of intending contractors were then sent on or before a day 
appointed, to the office of the Commissioners, and received by their secretary, and 
on the appointed day, after all the offers had been received, they were opened, and 
the lowest offerer for each lot, who was of good character, and could procure a proper 
security, was accepted as the contractor. The contractors were required to give per- 
sonal security, and also to leave one eighth part of the value of each contract in 
hand, until the works were completed, inspected and approved of by the Engineers 
acting under the Commissioners. The works were executed under constant inspec- 
tion, there being an assistant Engineer on the spot, with an inspector to each set of 
lots, so far as he was capable of attending to them. Every month, the work was 
measured up, and statements sent to the secretary in the terms of the contract, show- 
ing the value of the work performed. From that value, one eighth part was deducted 
and the remainder paid to the contractor. When the lots were reported to be com- 
pleted, they were then generally inspected and compared with the specification in 
the contract, and any deficiencies that then remained were made good by the con- 
tractor, previous to his receiving the balance. 

Have the works been executed for the sums contracted for? — Excepting in a few 
instances, at the commencement of the operations along the rocky precipices of 
Dinas Hill, and some other equally rugged places, they have all been executed at the 
contract prices. 

Was the extra expense incurred in consequences of any failure on the part of the 
contractors r— No ; it arose from unforeseen difficulties occurring in the progress of 
the work, such as the nature of the rocks and precipices, also the portions of the old 
bulwarks, which were taken down and removed, being in a much more ruinous state 
than what could be perceived, before being cut into and examined. 

Was the extra expense considerable? — It was inconsiderable. 

Explain the 'nature of those parts of the works which were particularly expensive 
in the execution ? — I have mentioned, that they consisted of precipices, rugged 
dingles and rock cutting. The whole 30 miles consisted of unusual difficulties. 

What are the advantages gained by altering the portion of the Road from Lake 
Ogwen to Capel Cerrig ? — The present Road passes along the south side of the 
valley, under the skirts of very rugged mountains, and has very little advantage of 
the sun ; it passes over morassy ground, which is very hilly ; some of the ascents as 
much as one in nine, where frequent accidents have happened. The new road is 
on the north side of the valley, with a good exposure to the sun. It avoids all those 
inconveniences, and consists of easy inclinations ; it is also much nearer to good 
materials, both tor present construction and for future repairs. The present Road is 
also in many places not more than 12 feet in width, without any protection on each 
side to keep carriages and other vehicles from falling into the bogs ; besides which 
the Road itself is ot very superficial construction, and if the direction had been good, 
it ought to be all new made. 

Are there any fences to guard the old Road or any part of it ? — There are some 
fragments of turf dykes or loose stones, but none that deserve the name of fences. 

Are there not many parts totally unprotected, where, if a carriage was to be driven 
off the road, it must fall from 1 0 to 20 or 30 feet nearly perpendicular ? — There are 
several places of this kind, but the Road is generally unprotected. 

In case the old Road had been continued, would it have required very considerable 
expense to put it in proper order?— I think that to render it a sufficiently substantial 
and commodious Road, it would have required as much money as the present new 
one will cost. 

Must not the w r hole of it have been taken up and newly made ? — The whole of 
it must. 

Are there not parts of the old Road not yet improved, and in a defective state, 
between Bangor Ferry and Chirk ? — A great many. 

Be so good as to describe which are the most defective? — The first defect is, in 
going from the south, across the valley of Chirk. 

Describe it?— It at present consists of inconveniently steep inclinations, with a 
very quick turning ; which might be remedied in a great measure by cutting at the 

summit 
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summit, and banking up the bottom of the valley from the bridge, instead of 
descending, as it does at present ; this might be accomplished at an expense of 
about 1,385/. 

What is the present inclination of the hill ?— About one in twelve ; it varies a little. 
The next improvement which appears to me to be most necessary is near a place 
called Whithurst Gate, where the Chester Road turns off to Wrexham ; the Road 
there turns with a very acute angle, and passes over several very inconveniently steep 
hills ; whereas, by making a new Road from near Chirk Castle Garden, across the 
Canal Tunnel, by Biddulph’s Lime Kilns, to nearly opposite the grand Aqueduct the 
distance would be shortened, and an exceedingly good Road obtained, free from hills : 
The expense of that improvement would be about 2,677/. The next that I beg 
leave to mention, is an inconvenience in passing through the town of Llangollen 
where the streets are extremely narrow, not being more than 12 feet wide. They 
are also uneven, and after passing the Hand Inn, the Road turns at one right angle 
towards the hill, and immediately afterwards at another, before it reaches the general 
line of direction ; whereas by continuing the line on the west of the church, where 
there is not a single house, excepting one ruinous cottage, it would be direct, level 
and convenient, and a communication might still be kept up with the present Inn* 
for the Road would run at the back of the Inn yard to the stables : The expense 
of this alteration would be 1,046/. After passing the new improvement upon 
Rhysgog Hill, there are three miles and a furlong of Road between the west end of 
the late improvement and Owen Glendower’s Hill, where the Road is narrow 
crooked, hilly, and ill constructed. These defects being so general, render it 
necessary that the whole be improved. The expense of improving these three miles 
would be about 4,512/. From thence I have no other observation of this serious 
kind to make for a very considerable distance ; but at the south end of the new Road 
at Cerrig-y-druidon the present line falls into a soft bog nearly on a level with the 
brook, which at the lowest flood is overflowed, and lies too low to be drained. There 
should therefore be a short cut here a little on the north side of the present Road on 
more solid ground ; the cost of this would be about 817/. The next improvement 
which seems most required, would commence at Cernioge, and be carried down the 
valley to and including the re-building Pont-y-Pudoc Bridge. This would be a dis- 
tance of about four miles and a half, and would cost about 7,170/. 

Describe some of the defects of the present Road there ?— The defects of the 
present Road are in the general character of the Road that remains ; it is hilly • it 
is of imperfect construction ; too narrow, ill drained and fenced, and being an ascent 
of nearly 400 feet. While it remains in this imperfect condition it will be one of 
the greatest obstacles to travelling on this line of Road. The next observation 
that I have to make, is, as to the Road from Ty-n-maes to Ogwen Bank. The 
Road in this distance is narrow and very irregular, with points of rock across it, on 
some of which I understand the mail coach has lately been overturned. The 
improving of this, being one mile 676 yards, would cost 1,399 /• The last observa- 
tion I have to make is, as to an improvement between Penrhyn and the Penrhyn 
Arms, near Bangor, where the inclinations ought to be eased, and would cost about 
500/. These are the observations I have to point out to the Committee as most 
important to be attended to. . 

What is the aggregate amount for the improvements you have now proposed 
between Chirk and Bangor ?— £ 19,509. 14. 3. and the total distance is 11 miles 
004 yards. 




T° ur ^ omm * ttee heel f '% justified, from the concurrent testimony of 
all those who have lately travelled this Road, in saying, that no expenditure 
of Public Money, to the same amount with that which has been expended 
on these improvements, has been attended with more direct and more 
practical utility. 

The original state of this Road formed an obstruction to the communi- 
cation between the two Countries, which had the effect of keeping alive 
a separation of feeling and action, which was equally detrimental to the 
best interests of both of them ; whereas now, the practicability of per- 
forming the journey in a much shorter space of time, and without the 

continua 
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continual apprehension of personal danger, has removed much of the 
repugnance to undertake it, and has contributed very essentially to promote 
the progress of all those national objects, which are so closely connected 
with the rapidity of a certain and constant communication between the 
multitude of parties which are every where concerned in them. 

Your Committee are also able to say, with confidence in the accuracy 
of their opinion, that the professional execution of the new works upon this 
Road, greatly surpasses any thing of the same kind in these countries. 
The science which has been displayed in giving the general line of the 
Road a proper inclination, through a country whose whole surface consists 
of a succession of rocks, bogs, ravines, rivers, and precipices, reflects the 
greatest credit upon the Engineer who has planned them : but perhaps 
a still greater degree of professional skill has been shown in the construction 
or rather the building of the Road itself. The great attention which 
Mr. Telford has bestowed, to give the surface of the Roads one uniform and 
moderately convex shape, free from the smallest inequality throughout 
their whole breadth; the numerous land drains, and, where necessary, 
shores and tunnels of substantial masonry, with which all the water rising 
from springs, or falling in rain, is -instantly carried off ; the great care with 
which a sufficient foundation is established for the Road, and the quality, 
solidity, and disposition of the materials that are put upon it, are matters 
quite new in the system of Road-making in these countries. 

Your Committee have the satisfaction of being able to say, that the 
management of the expenditure of the Public Money on these improvements 
has been conducted on the most strict and economical principles ; and that 
in all those cases in which the expense has at the first view of it appeared 
to be considerable, it has been fully accounted for, by the particular cir- 
cumstances of the difficulty of the ground through which the Road has 
been carried. 

In respect to those further improvements which Mr.Telford recommends 
to be made, Your Committee trust, as Parliament has already recognized 
in so many instances, the principle of assisting with Public Money to re- 
move the obstacles to the communication between England and Ireland, 
which arise from the mountainous nature of the country in Wales, that it is 
unnecessary for them to recapitulate those reasons, which have been so 
forcibly urged by former Committees, to justify this principle : They will 
only suggest one thing as worthy of the consideration of the House, that in 
proportion as this expenditure of Public Money upon these Roads shall 
contribute to render more productive, by expediting the communication, 
the industry and capital of those persons who> are engaged in the great 
traffic which is carried on between England and Ireland, it will at the 
same time and in the same degree contribute to secure the repayment of 
that Money to the Public, by increasing the general stock of our national 
sources of wealth and taxation. 



2 March 1819. 
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